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SETTING RESEARCH
PRIORITIES FOR
TRADITIONAL
MEDICINE

WHO is undertaking the work to set global agenda and
priorities for traditional medicine research. This project is
coordinated by the Traditional medicine research and evidence
unit, WHO Global Traditional Medicine Centre, the Emerging
technologies, research prioritization and support unit, Research
for Health department, in close collaboration with the Special
Program for research and training in Tropical Diseases and the
Traditional, complementary and integrative medicine unit,
Integrated health services department and all WHO regional
offices. Development of the priorities will follow the WHO
systematic approach for undertaking a research priority-setting
exercise. The University of Technology Sydney has been
commissioned to support the WHO to manage the project.




WHY IS
SETTING
RESEARCH

I NIOINENIDN
IMPORTANT?

Support for research-
based evidence to
integrate traditional
medicine (TM): the most
prioritized Member state
ask for WHO

TM plays a vital role in
healthcare systems
globally.

Addresses
public health needs
specific to diverse
cultural contexts.

Enhance accessibility by
integrating efficiently in
health systems.

Promote transformative
changes in global health
with innovative
approaches from TM




QUALITY RESEARCH IN T&CM: THE CYCLE OF CHALLENGES

Structural
fault lines
that weaken
T&CM
research



RESEARCH PRIORITIES

Maximizes
impact by
focusing on the
most pressing

gaps and needs.

Ensures that research aligns with health system integration
and policy goals.

Promotes efficient use of resources and avoids duplication.

Strategic Fit:

Directly supports the WHO TM Strategy’s call for evidence
generation and innovation.

Informs policy, regulation, and practice for TM integration.




SETTING HEALTH
RESEARCH
PRIORITIES:
OVERVIEW

Evaluate

Planning: Basics

* Define the objectives

« What changes you want to make and why?
* Review what is known

*A systematic approach for undertaking a research priority-setting exercise: guidance for WHO staff. https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240009622



From research agenda to impact
A

Improved
uptake of TM
H1gh—va1ue ¢ Desired
‘ evidence impact
Improved - Outcome
access to
Defining resources
regea}rgh - Output
priorities

e Inputs and
processes



Strategy Objective

Research Priority

Evidence Generation & Innovation

Clinical trials, observational studies, and systematic reviews of
TM and Indigenous practices.

Quality, Safety, and Regulation

Development of standards, quality assurance, and
pharmacovigilance for TM products and services.

Biodiversity & Sustainability

Research on sustainable sourcing, conservation, and the impact
of TM on ecosystems.

Capacity Building & Partnerships

Training for researchers, practitioners, and communities;
fostering collaborations.

ALIGNING RESEARCH PRIORITIES WITH THE WHO
TM STRATEGY
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THANK YOU

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WHO GLOBAL TRADITIONAL
MEDICINE CENTRE
WWW.WHO.INT/INITIATIVES/WHO-GLOBAL-CENTRE-FOR-
TRADITIONAL-MEDICINE

CONTACT WHO GLOBAL TRADITIONAL MEDICINE CENTRE:
TMCENTRE@WHO.INT
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