


The Virtual Health Library Model

A group of methodologies, tools, and information systems that are applied for the 
development and management of open access information sources and services 

available through the several VHL projects.



The Virtual Health Library is: 

• A model, a strategy, a policy, a health information management platform

• It is a public good, developed and operated by a network of stakeholders 
that produce and manage scientific and technical information in health

• It is coordinated by BIREME, a PAHO/WHO specialized center on Health 
Sciences Information 



The Virtual Health Library seeks to: 

• Create, organize, and disseminate information sources to address the 
needs of governments, health systems, healthcare workers, researchers.

• Promote Access and use of scientific evidence for decision making in 
health, at all levels

• Coordinate and perform bibliographic control of health literature 
published in Latin America and the Caribbean

• Increase the quality and visibility of scientific production in Latin America 
and the Caribbean

• Foster collaboration, experience exchange, visibility of good practices



http://mtci.bvsalud.org

http://mtci.bvsalud.org/


Objective: 

To promote the 
visibility, access, use, 
and generation of 
scientific, technical and 
educational contents 
that contribute to the 
promotion, 
development and 
integration of the TCIM 
in the health services 
and systems in the 
Americas Region, 
through the 
collaboration of 
stakeholders

Lines
of
action: 

To promote open access to 
scientific, technical information 
and evidence on TCIM 

Promotion of informed decision-
making, using the best available 
knowledge and evidence on TCIM

Facilitate the exchange of 
knowledge and collaboration 
amongst stakeholders

Experience exchange and 
visibilization of good practices



The TCIM Americas Network: 

• Established in June 2017, at the 
Regional Meeting “Advancing 
Towards Universal Health: 
Contributions of Traditional and 
Complementary Medicine”, in 
Managua, Nicaragua 

• It is made of stakeholders involved 
in the formulation of policies, 
regulation, training, promotion, 
practice, use and research of TCIM 
in the Americas Region.



The TCIM Americas Network

https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13423%3Aparticipants-from-21-countries-of-the-region-

propos-increased-collaboration-in-tradiciontal-medicine-universal-health&catid=4669%3Aannouncements-

hss&Itemid=39594&lang=es

https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13423:participants-from-21-countries-of-the-region-propos-increased-collaboration-in-tradiciontal-medicine-universal-health&catid=4669:announcements-hss&Itemid=39594&lang=es


The TCIM Americas Network

Argentina Brazil Bolivia

Canada  Chile     Colombia   Cuba   

Ecuador    EEUU

Guatemala  Mexico    Nicaragua

Paraguay   Peru   Venezuela



TCIM 
Stakeholders

Each country

National 
Health 

Authority 

Professional 
Associations

Research 
groups & 

Universities

Providers of 
Attention 

Services and 
Implementers 

of Public 
Health 

Programs

Indigenous / 
Afro-

descendant 
Organizations

VHL/ LILACS 
Networks

Other TCIM 
Networks

Regional / 
Sub-regional 
Integration 

Mechanisms

Extra-regional 
collaborators

Participating 
Units

Cooperative 
centers

Mechanisms for Collaboration TCIM Américas Network:



Member responsabilities:

Contribute with the management and development of the VHL TCIM

Joint to the monthly meetings

Development of contents to the website

Be part of the editorial committees to each section of the VHL TCIM website

Selección/indicación de documentos para la Base de Datos (MOSAICO) de la BVS 
MTCI

Cooperative
centers: 

Suggest news, and events on TCIM to publish on the website

Promote and diffusion of the VHL TCIM  & the TCIM Americas Network

Participate in the evaluation of the VHL TCIM

Support the creation, development, and stregthening of national TCIM networks

Contribute with the databases.

Participating 
Units & 

Cooperative 
centers: 



Editorial comits
for each

section of the
VHL TCIM

News & events sections

Academic consortium & 
Strenghthening research

sections

Traditional Medicine in 
America section

Institutions directory & 
Regulation and policies on

TCIM sections

Health Strengthening
section

Health models & 
Understanding TCIM 

sections



Dinámica de 
trabajo de cada 
comité editorial-
Secciones portal 
BVS MTCI

Colaborative work

Each committees are 
aligned with the 

objectives of the VHL 
TCIM

Monthly meetings

Develop editorial 
policies to each section

Planning Schedule & 
responsibilities 

Online documents to 
work

Action plan



First Results

• Stakeholders from 15 countries already engaged

• The Portal TCIM VHL Americas was developed and is online
→ Interface in Spanish, Portuguese, English

→ 10 different sections, each one with specific lines of action, and editorial policies

• Creation of a specialized TCIM Database (MOSAICO)
→ Indexing scientific and technical documents of the Region of the Americas 
(including non-conventional documents, gray literature)

• Development of +80 search expressions to harvest documents from different 
databases – VHL, Medline, LILACS, WHOLIS, and other relevant databases

• Development of the Advanced Search Tool and filters

• Completed First phase of a TCIM terminology review – working towards 
updating the  Health Sciences Descriptors (DeCS) on the field
→ Developed a thematic structure to organize the databases and the TCIM VHL



http://mtci.bvsalud.org/en/the-vhl-tcim-americas-a-collective-dream-and-effort-that-became-reality/

Launched in Rio de Janeiro, March 2018

http://mtci.bvsalud.org/en/the-vhl-tcim-americas-a-collective-dream-and-effort-that-became-reality/


http://mtci.bvsalud.org

http://mtci.bvsalud.org/


Languages

Highlights

Aditional
sections

Menu

Database Search



Information sources:

Database MOSAICO
(regional database specilized in 

TCIM, managed by 
BIREME/PAHO/WHO)

International, Regional, 
and National Databases



• Indexing scientific and technical documents of the Region of the Americas (peer-
reviewed journals, thesis, non-conventional documents, gray literature)

• Uses the VHL information architecture developed by BIREME/PAHO/WHO, and 
shared by WHO’s Global Index Medicus. 

• Inclusion/exclusion criteria were developed by the TCIM Network

• Decentralized document processing with quality monitoring mechanisms



More than 2.5 million documents from different 

sources, including the MOSAICO database, with 

journal´s articles, thesis, and unconventional 

documents



It groups the TCIM  
terminology according 
to concepts, models 
and regional 
glossaries. 
Used to organize the 
databases and the 
content of the VHL 
TCIM

Thematic 

Structure and 

Advanced 

Search



Directory of Institutions

Entities that work in policy 
development, regulation, 
training, research, service 
provision, and health 
promotion in TCIM in the 
health systems of the 
Americas



Regulations 
and Policies 

Information on 
legislation, public 
policies, regulation, and 
implementation models 
for TCIM in health 
systems in the Americas



Traditional Medicine in Americas

Information about the 
traditional medicine of 
Indigenous 
peoples, African-descents 
and other ethnic groups of 
the Americas Region, and 
related resources



Understanding TCIM

Visibility & development 
of resources which help 
to understand the TCIM 

Glossaries of terms on 
TCIM

Access to definition and 
concepts

Evidence dossier of each 
medical system & 

therapeutic methods  
TCIM 

Development of dossiers 
of scientific evidences to 

different pathologies 

Access to Benchmarks,  
e-learning resources, 

journals specialized on 
TCIM

Update of the thematic 
structure used by the 
VHL TCIM website and 

databases

Development a proposal 
to update the TCIM 

terminology



Academic Consortium

An section managed by the  
Brazilian Consortium for 
Integrative Health, an 
initiative expected to expand 
regionally. 

Several collaborative tools for 
researchers are being 
developed for this section, 
with the support of the 
Brazilian Health Ministry. 



Health Strengthening

• Section dedicated to 
the general public. 

• It will provide TCIM 
approaches for health 
strengthening and 
self-care promotion

• Development of 
educational resources

Understanding TCIM

• Definitions, concepts, 
and evidence dossiers.

• It includes the 
thematic structure 
and terminology used 
to organize the VHL, 
its database 
(MOSAICO) and 
search tools.

Strengthening Research

• Resources for capacity 
development on TCIM 
research

• One of the purposes 
of VHL TCIM portal is 
to build a useful 
collection of relevant 
academic resources 
for researchers in 
training, junior and 
senior researchers. 

Conceptual models

• Section dedicated to 
understanding the 
paradigms that 
support TCIM systems 
and practices

• It highlights the TCIM 
conceptual models 
developed in the 
Americas Region



Events

Tool to 
suggest 
content or 
documents

News

Direct
access

Links of
Interest

The Network



VHL TCIM Statistics-
(March to November 2018)





VHL TCIM Statistics-
(March to October 2018)



VHL TCIM Statistics-
(March to October 2018)



VHL TCIM Statistics-
(March to November 2018)



VHL TCIM – Social 
media



TCIM Americas Network & BIREME Team



1º Congresso Internacional de Práticas Integrativas e Saúde Pública. 
Rio de Janeiro  12- 15 Marzo 2018





Next Steps



Network Expansion and VHL Development

• Expand the TCIM Network across the Region; further develop 
each section of the VHL (editorial committees and policies in 
place)

Strengthen Information Sources

• Strengthen MOSAICO Database, refine search strategies for 
data harvesting of external databases

Review the TCIM terminology – regional terms 

• Continue the TCIM terminology review, with the goal of 
expanding the DeCS - Health Sciences Descriptors  to 
adequately reflect the TCIM complexity

Next Steps



•Publish monthly news & events on TCIM 

News & events sections

•Collection & development of resources to strengthening skills in health research 

•E- learning courses 
Academic consortium & 

Strengthening research sections

•Visibility of information related with the health models of ethnic groups 

•Actions belong Strategic plan of  PAHO/WHO Ethnicity and Health Policy
Traditional Medicine in America 

section

•Update the data of each country Institutions directory & Regulation 
and policies on TCIM sections

•Collect the resources already existed on Promotion & Prevention 

•Development of educational resources to general publicHealth Strengthening section

•Development of dossiers of scientific evidences to different of each TCIM medical 
system & therapeutic methods

•Experiences Exchange on articulation of TCIM to health systems 

Health models & Understanding 
TCIM sections ​

Next Steps



PAHO/WHO Ethnicity and
Health Policy



Promotional Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCtaqrCzEu0&t=17s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCtaqrCzEu0&t=17s


BIREME/ PAHO/ WHO: Diego Gonzalez, Verônica Abdala, Juliana Sousa, Rosemeire Rocha
PAHO/WHO: Daniel Gallego, Ricardo Fábrega, Anne Coates, Sandra Del Pino, Susana Gómez
General editor: Natalia S Aldana Librarians: Paul Pajuelo, Ana Lúcia Vidili

Contact:  bvsmtci@gmail.com

The TCIM Network for the Americas/  
BIREME/PAHO/WHO Team

mailto:bvsmtci@gmail.com

